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thusiastically creating before the trip had ended. My 
headquarters, the Anglican Mission at Harrison, was most 
satisfactory. The Anglican Arctic Diocese had kindly given 
me their permission to use the building, which was not 
being used at that time by the church. 

During the trip, about a thousand articles were bought 
and were arranged for a November sale at the Peel Street 
Shop of the Canadian Handicrafts Guild in Montreal. The 
Guild had advertised the sale, scheduled to last a full week. 
It was over, however, in three days. All the articles had 
been sold! 

A representative of the Department of Mines and Re- 
sources had visited the Harrison area during the summer, 
and had seen the test purchase as a definite aid to the 
Eskimo economy. Later, the decision was made in Ottawa 
that a grant from the Department would be offered the 
Guild, to extend their Arctic project and to offset travel- 


ling and shipping expenses. On receipt of this encouraging | 


help, the Guild’s second Arctic operation was planned. 

The plan was to visit Chesterfield Inlet, in the spring of 
1950. This trip was postponed, due to reports received that 
the Harrison-Povungnetuk area had suffered an extremely 
poor fox year. At the government’s request, the east coast 
of Hudson Bay was revisited, from February to July 1950. 

During that period the Eskimos produced handicrafts 
at the purchase cost of a thousand dollars a month—in 
the Harrison area alone. 

As well as this increase in production, the quality of the 
pieces greatly improved. After July, when I returned to 
Montreai to prepare for the Chesterfield trip, Norm Ross 
at Harrison and Irvine Gardiner at Povungnetuk con- 
tinued purchases throughout the summer, and are still 
doing so at the present time. With co-operation of this 
kind, the venture will continue to succeed. 

Repulse Bay was the next place to be visited for the 
development of handicrafts, and a satisfactory beginning 


Narwhal and mythical sea creature 
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was made. The culture of the Repulse Eskimos differs con- 
siderably from that of the east coast natives, though they 
аге as anxious to create. A number of interesting pleces 
were purchased, one of the differences being the larger 
percentage of ivory work. Here also the HB С post man- 


7 “ager, Alec Spalding, is continuing purchases for the Guild. 


At this date, more than eleven thousand pieces have 
been purchased. The Eskimos’ desire for originality is 


» clearly illustrated, in that of all these, no two аге really 


alike. 

The Guild has attempted to develop those things made 
by the Eskimo that are thought to be most interesting and 
saleable to the public. We encourage them to select better 
stone, to age the ivory for durability, and to clean the 
skins in order to remove the odour. Sinew-sewing and 
original designs are encouraged, and every attempt is 


Қ bing made to utilize the materials native to the Arctic. 


None of these crafts has been taught by the Guild. They 
are age old in the Eskimo culture. The enormously strong 
creative urge of the Eskimos is found in children as young 


7 as Koonie. It has been the policy of the Canadian Handi- 


crafts Guild to purchase all their works, usually at a fairly 
small price, to encourage children’s activities in this 
direction, even though the work is for the most part un- 
saleable. They earn opportunities to contribute to the 
needs of the family, and their artistic improvement 15 
rapid. 

Looking towards the future of the Eskimo, with the 
Arctic rapidly opening up, it is his first step into industry. 
Government relief in these areas is Бела reduced, and the 
natives are obviously well pleased with their new earning 
power. 

With more than seventy-five percent of their members 
over fourteen years of age in one area actively engaged in 
artistic endeavours, the Eskimos are certainly Canada’s 
liveliest art group. 
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The Cree language with its variety 
and exactness makes a highly 


interesting study. 


- 


ITHOUT the Indians to collect furs there would 

\( have been по North American fur trade. Without | 

the fur trade the history of Canada would ae | 
been very different from what we һауе on record today. * ^ 
To a great extent, the fur trade of the west and north was | 
carried on in the territory of Cree speaking Indians. 

What is known of their language? 

The North American Indian neighbours of the Pilgrim 
Fathers, in New England, spoke a dialect or language of 
the, so-called, Algonkian family of languages. The first 
North American Indian customers of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company spoke an Algonkian language—a language now 
generally known by the name of Cree. 

The first Bible printed in the New World, by English 
speaking people. was a translation into an Algonkian 
larguage—tiat of the Massachusetts indians, in the year | 
1663: but the first really reliable grammar of an Algonkian 
language was not published until 1844. It was written by 
a man who had spent twenty years in the service of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. 

The book is entitled A Grammar of the Cree Language, 
with which is combined an analysis of the Chippeway Dialect, 
by “Joseph Howse, Еза., F.R.G.S., and resident twenty 
years in Prince Rupert’s Land, in the service of the Hon. 
Hudson’s Bay Company.” 

Mr. Howse was an accomplished linguist and evidently 
had read everything available on the subject of Algonkian 
languages and the various attempts which had been made | 
to write grammars of several of these languages. He knew Е 
his subject, and his analytical abilities and his skill in 
writing produced such ап original, detailed and accurate 
grammatical analysis of the Cree language that it has 
served as the basis of study for many other Indian tongues, 
as well as providing a vast storehouse of original ideas and 


| 


accurate information оп Ше Cree language. 

Of all the various Algonkian languages, or dialects, Mr. 
Howse believed that the Cree language was the oldest and 
the purest. In fact, he considered it as the “leading native 
language of all the tribes belonging to the British Settle- 
ments in North America” and the source or mother- 
language of all the dialects “іп the different branches of 
the great Algonquian family.” 

Of the several Cree dialects, he believed that the one 
most likely to have suffered the least change from its 
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SPEAKERS 


by Robert A. Logan 


original form was the th dialect as spoken by the people in 
the vicinity of the Churchill River. His grammar makes 
use of this dialect but it applies equally well to all dialects 
of Cree by substituting the appropriate sounds peculiar to 
each such dialect, it being a peculiar fact that the chief 
differences in Cree dialects consist of substitutions of 
certain sounds in certain words. Where the Churchill River 
Indians use the sound of th, (as in the English word “‘with’’) 
the Prairie, or Plain Cree use the sound of y, and the 
Swampy Cree or Muskegoo Indians use the sound of n, 
while the Moose Cree Indians on the coast of Hudson and 
James Bays use /. The grammatical construction of the 
language is not affected by these sound changes. 

For instance, the words meaning “I do not know it” are 
the same, in these four dialects, except for the differences 
shown below in capital letters: 

Churchill River Cree—NumuweTHu ne kiskay T iiaa 

Prairie Cree—NumuweYu пе kiskayYitan. 

Swampy Cree—NumuweNu пе kiskayNitan. 

Moose Cree—NumuweLu пе kiskayLitan. 


Joseph Howse, who wrote the first Cree grammar. 
From the frontispiece of his book, published in 1844. 
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SAE 


аре 
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ЕЕ 
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The signs used іп Gree syllabic writing. А dot follow ing any character means that the sound of W should 
precede the vowel. A small circle after а ch. fact ter represents the sound of O or OO, thus: 


ОА ар са р 072] ме Зе 


NU МОМЕ УЏ МЕ КІ 5 KAY ҮІ ТАУ № | 5 KWAY OO 
Mr. Howse laid the foundation on which all subsequent | various consonantal sounds depending on their degree of 
books on or in the language are based. His grammar has orientation. The whole system consists of only 15 char- 
long been out of print and copies are very difficult to | acters—I| “rotating” and 4 fixed. There are four stages 


obtain. The writer tried in vain for nearly forty years to | of orientation. At least, 15 characters is the number 
obtain a copy. He finally obtained one by heving each sufficient te write Prairie Cree and Swampy, Cree, but, 


ж 


page of the ору of the grammar іп the New York Public because of the frequent use of the letters К and L in 
Library copied on microfilm, from which he made enlarged Biblical names, characters to represent these sounds have 
prints to form an easily readable book. ` been added. 

Many of the branches of the Algonkian family of langu- = While the Cree syllabic system was quickly adopted for 
ages have died out ог аге no longer in daily use. Others use in printing religious books, including the whole Bible, 
are in the process of dying out but the Cree language is | it was, and still is, considered better to use English or 
still going strong as a regular language spoken by thousands | French letters for works of a grammatical nature and for 
of people in Canada today. There are radio broadcasts іп = dictionaries. However, two systems are used, one is the 
the Cree language and at least two newspapers or maga- English language system which is used by the Protestant 
zines are published in the Cree syllabic system of writing. organizations and the other is the French language system 

The spoken language is very old but the written langu- used in all Roman Catholic publications. 
age, in its present form, is only a little over one hundred |© The Cree language contains no harsh sounds. It is about 
years old. In 1841, at Norway House, Manitoba, the Rev. half vowels. The Prairie Cree, in which most of the books 
James Evans invented what is now known as the Cree on and in the language have been published, has no sounds 
syllabic system of writing. ФЕ, ВВ КА Дог ІН. 

The syllabic system is based on the principles of phone- Many people have mistakenly assumed that because 
tics. The actual shape of the character indicates the con- the Indians had a relatively low state of what we call 
sonant sound, while the vowel sound of the syllable which civilization, when they were encountered by white men 
the character represents is indicated by the degree of after the voyages of Columbus and Cabot, their language 
clockwise orientation of the character. must have been a very primitive one and, no doubt, con- 

For example, a wedge-shaped character with the point sisted chiefly of grunts, groans and gestures. Actually, 
up represents the sound “рее”; with the point down it nothing could be farther from the truth. 
represents the sound of “рау”; with the point to the right The Cree language is not a mere hodge-podge of sounds, 
it represents the sound of “poo” and with the point to the or something that developed by evolution from the primi- 
left it represents the sound of “ра” or “ри.” tive attempts of some stone-age people to convey ideas by 

There are also small marks representing only one sound, voice. If clarity, regularity, preciseness and ease of en- 
such as а dot to represent “w” or a lengthened vowel, nunciation can be deemed to be attributes of civilization, 
depending on whether it is placed after or above the char- М is one of the most highly civilized languages of all the 
acter involved. A short dash and a small crescent have many languages known to the world today. 
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There are many indications that the language could not 
have been designed or developed by any primitive people. 
It could not have been produced by people having а low ог 
medium state of human intelligence. How far back into 
the shadows of the dawn of human existence the origin 
and use of the Cree language goes, no one at this time 
can tell. 

For years the children in the Kimberley district of South 
Africa played with the smoothest of the local pebbles until, 
one day, someone discovered that these pebbles were 
precious diamonds. For over three hundred years white 
men have been living in, or travelling through, the terri- 
tory of Cree speaking people without knowing that the so- 
called ignorant savages had a language far more regularly 
formed, easier learned and, regularly, more grammatically 


spoken than their own French or English. And, like the | 
children of Kimberley, many ardent comparative linguists | 


and philologists in various stages of accomplishment have 
been playing with the study of the Cree language and its 
“pebbles” of so-called transitive and intransitive verbal 
forms, its so-called relative case and its “unpredictable 
word order” without seeing the diamonds of actual facts 
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Printing press (incomplete) used by Rt. Rev. 
John Horden, first Bishop of Moosonee, 
хы books іп Cree syllabic at 


| 


Moose Factory, nearly а 
century ago. 
McCord Museum 


w which contain the secrets of the design and construction of 


“this method of conveying ideas from the mind of one 
human being to the mind of another. 

The people who speak the Cree language do not, when 
speaking the language, refer to it by the name Cree. They 
speak of their language as “ Мауйееуашаушт- Ше 
Nayheeyaw way of speech.” They refer to themselves as 
‘“Nayheeyawuk,” meaning “Ше Nayheeyaw people.” In 
some old books they are referred to as the “Nay-he-ya- 
ways.” It was believed by Mr. Howse that the word 
Nayheeyawuk (or a word of similar sound) meant the 
exact people. It is the belief of this writer that the name 
originally meant the precise speech people or the precisely 
speaking people, and had reference ïs the ipet that the 

Cree speakers maintained their precision of speech while 
other tribes slipped into sloppy methods of enunciation 
and evolved the imperfect forms of the original Cree 
language now known as, Ojibway, Algonkin, Montagnais, 
Fox, Potawatomi, Delaware, Natick and various other 
dialects collectively known as the Algonkian languages. 

In the earliest known records in which the Cree speak- 
ing people are mentioned they are referred to, by French 
writers, as Kinistineaux, Klistineaux, Cristineaux or some 
variation of a similar sounding word. It is not known where 
or why the name originated. It is more than possible that 
this is a corruption of an expression meaning “they who 
were the first” or “they who were the first to arrive.” At 
any rate, it is generally supposed that the name Cree is an 
abbreviation of the appellation Cristineaux. It is rather odd 
that these people should be given a name one third of 
which is a sound entirely foreign to their tongues. The 
sound of the letter “В” is used in only one minor dialect 
but there is no doubt about the habitual preciseness in the 
speech habits of these people when their language is com- 
pared with other Algonkian languages. 

To describe in detail the make-up of the Cree language 
would require too much space for an article of this kind, 
but mention of a few points might be of interest. 

The Cree language is very precise and not nearly so 
much is left to the imagination as in English. The general 
idea of the language corresponds to the system of using 
“thee and thou” and “you” of old English but the sequence 
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KLONDIKE 


MEMORIES | 


by Nevill A. D. Armstrong 


Gol. Armstrong continues his Gold 
Rush reminiscences begun in the 
March “Веауег."' 


Pictures by Hegg are from “Klondike 798” by Ethel A. 
Becker, published by Binfords and Mort. 


N the morning of July 27th, the golden Mecca ot 

the North appeared before my eager gaze. At first 

it was but a bundle of white dots on the side of 
the hill, but as we drew closer I began to make out myriads 
of cabins, huts, boats, rafts and warehouses, and when at 
long last we fussed up to the landing-stage, there must 
have been а full ‘thousand men of every nationality 
assembled there. 

All these people had spent a long and bitterly cold Arctic 
winter in the town and the surrounding districts, and were 
thirsting for news of the outside world; also for the chance 
of obtaining fresh food of some sort, as provisions became 
seriously short when the Yukon River. froze up early in 
October of the previous year. 

Before our little steamer had time to make fast to the 
wharf, the river bank was swarming with miners, and 
husky dogs were howling and joining in the general din. 

Front Street in Dawson at that time consisted only of 
the levelled-off bank of the river, the buildings being set 
back thirty feet from the water. 

We had brought some San Franciso newspapers with us, 
and the Captain, standing on the top of his pilot-house, 
read aloud the principal news items (six weeks old) to the 
hundreds of residents gathered on the bank. Later in the 
day an enterprising miner hired a large tent and posted a 
notice outside saying that for an entrance fee of one dollar 
all the news contained in a few San Francisco newspapers 
which had just arrived would be read aloud to the audience 
between certain hours. This man collected a very consider- 
able sum of money. 

All sorts of signs and notices were to be seen as one 
walked down the muddy main street or on the rickety 
wooden sidewalks. One sign in particular caught my eye— 
it was painted on a strip of white canvas stretched across 
the road on poles, and read as follows: 

“Charlie Brimstone—Undertaker—Bodies 
embalmed and shipped to the ‘outside’. 

This was not a very encouraging notice for the tender- 
foot. Moreover, I found it alarmingly true that typhoid 
fever was rampant, the death rate being about a hundred 
and twenty per week. 
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The author outside his gold dust cleaning апа 
weighing office, Bonanza Greek, 1899. 


Thousands of newcomers got “cold feet” as soon as they 
arrived in Dawson and news spread that the whole country 
had been staked so that there was no earthly hope of 
striking anything. This, coupled with the accounts of the 
intense winter cold, the high prices of provisions and the 
fact that typhoid was raging, proved too much for the 
weak-kneed ones. 

But the enthusiasm of youth is not easily quashed, 
certainly not on the very threshold of adventure. Besides 
I was luckily not in the position of thousands of these men 
who had flocked here without proper provision and nothing 
to fall back upon, imagining vaguely that the water in 
every creek flowed over solid gold dust or that they had 
but to scratch the earth’s crust to come upon the precious 
metal. I was the accredited representative of a substantial 


- та with capital to buy what holdings | thought promising. 


All this vast crowd of fortune-hunters were, indeed, in a 
pitiful plight, without sufficient food, living in small log 
cabins and even tents. It is a marvel that so many 
weathered the winter and lived to see our steamer with its 
provisions draw to the stage. 

Immediately after my arrival I looked about for some 
man of experience of the country who could give me a 
few “pointers,” and in this I was exceptionally fortunate 
in meeting the famous George Carmack, the actual dis- 
coverer of the Klondike. 

From him I had, indeed, a first-hand account of that 
baking day in August when an Indian woman, СагтасК 5 
wife, looked into a pan she had washed—and set the 
whole world tingling. Here’s the story of it: 

Carmack, who was an American prospector, and Kate, 
his native wife, together with his two brothers-in-law, 
“Skookum” Jim and Tagish Charlie, were slowly wending 
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of ideas is very much like that of Gaelic ог like the “It 1 

walking I am” of the Irishman who fits English words tc 
the Gaelic sequence of ideas. There is a definite distinction 
between animate and inanimate objects and the distinction 
is always shown in verbal forms for action and descriptions. 


In Cree there is an extra pronoun not found in English ог. 


French. If three English-speaking men were together and 
one said to another, “We saw our horses,” would the word 
“we” mean all three men ог just two of them? And if the 
latter, which two? Similarly, how many of the men might 
be involved in the ownership of the horses, as indicated by 
the word “our”? If the men were speaking Cree there 
would be no ambiguity, because one form of “we” means 
the speaker and the person spoken to, while quite a 
different “we” indicates the speaker and the person spoken 
of, and excludes the person spoken to. 

In English we have another blind spot that does not 
occur in Cree. In the English statement, “Mary walked 
with her neighbour and her mother,” or, “John handed 
Tom his axe,” did Mary walk with her own mother ог 
with the mother of her neighbour? Whose axe did John 
hand to Tom? In the Cree language there would be no 
doubt. One set of words or forms is used with the first 
Third Person, another set with the second Third Person 
and still another set with the third Third Person. 

A Cree speaker is too polite to say “I see you”; that 
would be mentioning himself before mentioning the person 
to whom he is speaking. His statement would be more like 
“Үош are seen Бу те.” 

іп Zulu, Latin, and languages derived from Latin, the 
noun plays a very prominent part. In Cree and languages 
derived from Cree, the noun plays a very insignificant part 
in comparison with the part played by the verb. It has 
been claimed that the Cree language is “all verb,” because 
nearly every part of speech is verbalized. The Cree speak- 
ing people did not have a written language when they were 
first met by English or French speaking people. When 
the white men tried to record in writing the sounds of 
Indian speech they were amazed by the long words used 
by the Indians. In putting the Cree speech into writing 
the white men have divided it into many long words, and 
custom has established these long words, but most of them 
are actually sentences and not individual words. If we 
mean by “word” a group of sound symbols representing 
only one single idea then the Cree words are actually very 
short. 

Joseph Howse in his Cree grammar of 1844 made a very 
sage observation which apparently has been unnoticed or 
passed over without proper understanding by later gram- 
marians and students of Algonkian linguistics: ““The un- 
seemly appearance which the Algonkian dialects gener- 
ally present to the eye of the learner, proceeds often from 
a wrong division of the words—as well as a too fastidious or 
false orthography.” 

His Cree grammar was first published in 1844 but a 
second printing was made in 1865. The first Cree dictionary 
known to have been published was a small one of only 
seven pages containing about six hundred words. Its date 
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and author аге not definitely known but it is assumed to 
have been written by Thomas Bowery and to have been 
published in 1701. One copy is in the British Museum and 
a manuscript copy of it is in the library of the Bureau of 
Ethnology, Washington, D.C. 

On April 2nd, 1862, in the Court House at Fort Garry, 


“абс thet Шала ог Rupert’s Land, the Ven. Arch- 


deacon James Hunter, M.A., delivered a lecture on the 
grammatical construction of the Cree language, which was 
supplemented by a series of charts showing paradigms of 
several Cree “verbs” worked out in great detail. In 1875 
this was published in book form with the title, A Lecture 
on the Grammatical Construction of the Cree Language. 

Other books on the Cree language were published in the 
following years: 


1865. Dictionary, by Rev. E. A. Watkins, containing a short treatise 
on the grammar, and using a mixture of Swampy and Prairie Cree 
dialects. 

1874. Dictionary and grammar, by Rev. Albert Lacombe, in French 


and Prairie Cree. 
1881. Grammar, by Rt. Rev. John Horden, in Moose Cree. 
1890. Primer and Language Lessons in English and Cree, by Rev. 
E. B. Glass, translated by Rev. J. McDougall. 
1934. Revised edition of Bishop Horden’s grammar, in Prairie Cree. 
1934. English-Cree Primer and Vocabulary, by Rev. F. G. Stevens. 
1938. Revised and enlarged edition of Mr. Watkins’ dictionary, begun 
by Ven. J. A. Mackay and completed by Ven. R. Faries as editor, Rt. 
Rev. J. G. Anderson, Rev. E. Ahenakew, and Rev. R. B. Horsefield. 
1948. Grammar by Rev. H. E. Hines, in Prairie Cree. 


Rev. Father Moulin, O.M.I., in Hobbema, Alberta, 
produced a monthly magazine for about 35 years, taking 
an active part in it until the time of his death, early in 
1950. This magazine, referred to in English as The Cree 
Monthly Review, is still being published, under the auspices 
of the Roman Catholic Church. It is printed in Cree 
syllabics in the Prairie Cree dialect. 

For many years a monthly magazine, known in English 
as The Cree Monthly Guide, has been produced by the Rev. 
Canon Edward Ahenakew of Kinistino, Saskatchewan. It 
is in Prairie Cree and printed in syllabics. With all due 
respect to writers of other publications in Cree, copies of 
this publication should be invaluable for students of 
Indian linguistics because it is written by a man whose 
mother-tongue is Cree, and it is only reasonable to believe 
that anything written by him would serve as “Cree Texts” 
of the highest possible order, insofar as accuracy in the use 
of the language is concerned. It is to be hoped that some 
august institution interested in linguistics and endowed 
with foresight is keeping a complete set on file for the 
benefit of future generations. 

Copies of the first Indian Bible, printed in several 
editions between 1663 and 1685, are now to be found in 
only a few of the large and famous libraries in different 


| parts of the world. One rare copy, in part, was salvaged 


from a barber shop where its pages were being used as 
waste paper. Perhaps someone, somewhere, some day in 
the far future, may wish to examine some of our Cree 
publications in a library or archives. But how many copies 
will he find? 

A Cree speaker might well answer: Tantatto aytokay, 
meaning “Ноу many it may be, if any, 1 do not know.” 
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